
Where to Go to Continue the Information FlowWhat is Storm Water?

Good Rain Gone Wrong

www.dep.pa.gov

Be Storm Water
Smart
Understanding How Storm
Water Affects Your Wallet,
Safety, Health, and
Environment in
Pennsylvania

Pet wastes le� on the ground get carried 
away by storm water, contribu�ng 
harmful bacteria, parasites and viruses to 
our water.

Vehicles drip fluids (oil, grease, gasoline, 
an�freeze, brake fluids, etc.) onto paved 
areas where storm water runoff carries 
them through our storm drains and into 
our water.

Chemicals used to grow and maintain 
beau�ful lawns and gardens, if not used 
properly, can run off into the storm 
drains when it rains or when we water 
our lawns and gardens.

Waste from chemicals and materials used in 
construc�on can wash into the storm sewer 
system when it rains. Soil that erodes from 
construc�on sites causes environmental 
degrada�on, including harming fish and 
shellfish popula�ons that are important for 
recrea�on and our economy.

1. Ditch – Part of the storm sewer system. Most people think that the system is just a series of 
underground pipes. It can also include ditches used to convey storm water from the land to a receiving 
lake, river, or stream.

2. Fire Hydrant – Not part of the storm sewer system. Water sprayed on fires is not regulated as storm 
water, but if water systems open hydrants to flush their water lines the chlorinated water should not be 
allowed to enter a stream.

3. Storm Drain Inlet – Part of the storm sewer system.  Anything that enters this drain will go directly to 
streams, rivers or lakes without  being treated first.  It is important to recognize this as a storm drain to 
prevent it from being used as a trash can.

4. Storm Sewer Outfall – Part of the storm sewer system. An outfall is where storm water drains from 
the storm sewer system into a receiving lake, stream, or river. If there is a flow from an outfall when it 
isn’t raining, there could be a problem with the system or someone has used a storm drain for illegally 
disposing of materials.

5. Toilet – Not part of the storm sewer system.  Wastewater from sinks and toilets in houses and 
businesses travels through a sewer system designed to carry wastewater.

6. Septic System – Not part of the storm sewer system. Homeowners use septic tanks to manage 
sanitary wastes on-site. Improperly maintained septic systems can leak and contribute pollutants to the 
storm sewer system, as well as directly to lakes, rivers, and streams.

7. Roads and Other Paved Areas – Source of much of the flow to storm sewer systems.  Roads and 
other hardened surfaces such as parking lots and sidewalks can accumulate pollutants (e.g. oil, grease, 
dirt, leaves, trash, pet wastes) that storm water eventually washes into the storm sewer system.

8. Protected Storm Drain Inlet – Where construction or other activities cause sediment or other 
pollutants to flow to an inlet, sandbags or filters can be used to mitigate.

Answers to Test Your Storm Sewer System Savvy:
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Restoring Rain’s Reputation:
What Everyone Can Do To Help

Test Your Storm Sewer System Savvy!What Happens When It Rains?

Flooding caused by too much storm 
water flowing over hardened surfaces 
such as roads and parking lots, instead of 
soaking into the ground.

Increases in spending on maintaining 
storm drains and the storm sewer system 
that become clogged with excessive 
amounts of dirt and debris.

Decreases in spor�ish popula�ons 
because storm water carries sediment 
and pollutants that degrade important 
fish habitat.

More expensive treatment technologies 
to remove harmful pollutants carried by 
storm water into our drinking water 
supplies.

Closed beaches due to high levels of 
bacteria carried by storm water that 
make swimming unsafe.


