
The Richland Township Zoning Hearing Board met on July 22, 2024 at 7:15 p.m., as per the request 
of Theodore Geibig of 132 Berwick Rd, Johnstown PA 15904, for a use variance to conduct a 
commercial trucking business and fill-site on a residentially zoned property on Berwick Rd. The 
hearing was conducted in the Richland Township meeting room, 322 Schoolhouse Road, 
Johnstown PA 15904. 
 
Present: 
Bill Patrick, Chairman 
Patrick Wess, Vice-chairman 
Mark Rychak 
Rodney Kniss 
 
Tiffany Shomo, Secretary 
Eric Hochfeld, Solicitor 
 
Absent: 
PJ McGowan 
 
Attorney Hochfeld began the hearing by listing exhibits. Board Exhibit #1 was the appeal 
application with attachments. Board Exhibit #2 was the Richland Township Zoning Ordinance, by 
reference, and Board Exhibit #3 was the posting of the municipal building, the property involved, 
advertising in the Tribune-Democrat and notification of this hearing to adjoining property owners. 
 
Court stenographer Lori Behe swore in the following: 
Randy Cortese 
Brianna Boxler 
 
 
Mr. Cortese was present to represent the site plan of Mr. Geibig. Mr. Cortese stated that the 
property is R3 Residential. He stated that the land is all one parcel, other than a triangle on the 
right-hand side of the property. This parcel was to be merged previously with main property, but 
the deed work was never completed. They would like this parcel to be a standalone parcel to settle 
the estate of Mr. Geibig, who is in his 90s. They ideally would like to take the triangle piece, 
subdivide it and keep it as residential. He would like the remainder to be for commercial use. The 
fill-site operation is taking place on the left by Ted Geibig, Mr. Geibig’s son. They would like to 
subdivide off the parcel with the shop building. This is mostly for the purpose of settling his father's 
estate. Mr. Cortese stated that the land has been used as commercial use since the early 1970’s. 
The land was purchased in 1969. Mr. Geibig was previously that animal law officer. It then turned 
into a trucking and excavating business. Mr. Cortese stated that Mr. Geibig has 2 triaxle trucks and 
small equipment. They are currently dumping from the new Rutter’s site. Afterwards, they would 
like to continue the same use of maintaining the trucks and parking the trucks.  
 
If the request is granted, Mr. Cortese will submit a new revised plan to remove the diagonal line 
of the triangle. He said he will make sure that the attorney rewrites the deed correctly. The plan 
appears to show a driveway entrance on the triangle portion. The plan will show that the house 
parcel will still have access from the parcel. The pool area is no longer there. 132 Berwick Road 



will have access to the rear of the property. There is also a Peoples Natural Gas pump station on 
the lot that will stay.    
 
Mr. Cortese explained that the business is maintaining trucks and a trucking business with 
independent truck drivers for other contractors. Most of the work is off site but they would like to 
maintain and store vehicles on this site. They have 2 or 3 triaxles. Mr. Cortese stated that there are 
lots of different vehicles parked on the lot. Mr. Cortese said that Mr. Geibig has cleaned up the 
property considerably. They received a DEP permit so he was forced to remove some of the 
vehicles that did not run.  
 
Mr. Cortese stated that there is a residence on the right side of Berwick Road that would be passed 
by the vehicles when leaving and entering the site. The other house on Kleban Drive is owned by 
Mr. Geibig.  
 
Mr. Cortese stated that Mr. Geibig has a road bond for Berwick Road. It was obtained prior to 
dumping for Rutter’s. There will not be an increase in traffic from what it is now.  
 
As for utilities to the block and frame building, there is water available at the road, it just was not 
installed to that building, yet. For sewage, they would have to install a grinder pump. There is 
electricity to the building.  
 
Mr. Cortese stated that they have no employees; the only workers are he and his son. They are 
owner operators and have 2 or 3 triaxles. 
 
The current use of block and frame building started as animal control to house dogs and whatever 
animals he would collect. Later into the 70’s, it turned into trucking, and they did both businesses. 
He also has mini horses there. From the 1970’s to current they continuously used the property as 
a trucking business. It was for storage and maintenance. There is no warehousing of products.  
 
Mr. Cortese stated that it is all R3 zoned property. Once subdivided, it would continue to be R3 
property with continuing non-conforming use. There will be no change of usage. Their insurance 
has changed. They can’t get homeowners on 132 Berwick Rd because of commercial activities 
taking place on technically the same property. They want to change the land to get proper 
insurance.  
 
There were no further board questions. There were no township comments or questions. 
 
Ms. Boxler lives across from the property on Berwick Rd. Her concern was how this is going to 
affect her property. As long as it has been operating has it has been for the last 2 1/2 years then she 
has no concerns. She stated that they do not run late at night and there are not many trucks running. 
She has no concerns. If this were to expand, it would severely impact her because she is directly 
across the street. She would worry about her home value. Mr. Cortese stated they are not 
anticipating expanding. Mr. Patrick added that it would be a violation if expanded so she would 
have some recourse. Ms. Boxler added that she doesn’t work from home and never had issues but 
with traffic increasing within the last year on that road, she didn’t want to have more problems. 
She added that Berwick Rd is not a lined road and people speed. She added that the Geibig’s are 



not speeding but just wanted to eliminate potential for traffic accidents down the line. She did not 
have an issue ultimately with what is decided. 
 
The board took a recess from 7:41 pm - 8:07 pm. 
 
Mr. Hochfeld stated that the board needs to hear the testimony of Mr. Geibig. They appreciate Mr. 
Cortese’s testimony, but it is considered hearsay from what he observed.  
 
Mr. Cortese requested 1 month to gather additional evidence and also requested a continuance.  
 
Mr. Wess motioned to continue the hearing on August 29, 2024 at 6:00 pm. Seconded by Mr. 
Rychak. All in favor.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Tiffany Shomo 


