
   
 

   
 

The Richland Township Zoning Hearing Board met January 2, 2025, at 6:45 p.m. to hear the 
Application of the Applicant, Lynn Borischak, of 129 Fieldstone Ave, Johnstown 15904 who 
proposes to construct a front porch at her home, which required a front yard variance of 9.09’. This 
hearing was conducted in the Richland Township meeting room, 322 Schoolhouse Road, 
Johnstown PA 15904. 
 
Present: 
Pat Wess, vice chairman 
Mark Rychak 
Rodney Kniss 
PJ McGowan 
David Strushensky 
Eric Hochfeld, solicitor 
Tiffany Shomo, secretary 
 
Absent: 
Bill Patrick, chairman 
 

Mr. Wess began the hearing at 6:45 pm with the pledge of allegiance.  

 

Mr. Hochfeld began the hearing by listing exhibits. Board Exhibit #1 was the appeal application 
with attachments. Board Exhibit #2 was the Richland Township Zoning Ordinance, by reference, 
and Board Exhibit #3 was the posting of the municipal building, the property involved, advertising 
in the Tribune-Democrat and notification of this hearing to adjoining property owners. 

Court stenographer Amy DiStefano swore in the following: Lynn Borischak, Randy Cortese, and 
Bob Pavlick. 

Ms. Borischak stated that she has a little porch on the front of her home. Her home is made of 
fieldstone. She wants to build a deck over the existing 5-foot deck to make it 12 feet by 16 feet. It 
would be made of composite decking and vinyl railing. They want to cover their existing porch. 
Ms. Borischak stated that the X on the survey is where the porch will be over the original porch. 
The steps are not changing, they are just putting composite over them. The original footprint of 
the steps will stay. 

 

Mr. Bob Pavlick stated that there is a flower box currently shown on the survey that will remain 
there. 



   
 

   
 

Ms. Borischak stated that they would knock off the top slab and maybe a row or two of existing 
concrete and then frame out the new structure and build it over the new framing. There will be 
composite decking to hide the whole front of the new proposed deck. 

Mr. Rychak confirms that the existing steps will stay in the same location but will be covered with 
composite decking. Ms. Borischak stated that they will go out a little bit further on the sidewalk 
than what is currently there now. She stated that there will not be a roof over the new porch. The 
survey shows the bird’s eye view dimensions. 

The board recommended to Ms. Borischak to change her request from 9.09’ to an even 10’ to be 
on the safe side. Ms. Borischak requested to amend her application to request a 10’ variance.  

There were no further board questions or comments. There were no comments from the township. 
There were no further questions or comments from Ms. Borischak.  

Mr. McGowan motioned to grant a variance of 10’, as requested by Ms. Borischak. Seconded by 
Mr. Kniss. All in favor. 

Mr. Rychak motioned to adjourn the hearing at 6:57 pm. Seconded by Mr. Kniss. All in favor.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Tiffany Shomo, secretary 


