
The Richland Township Zoning Hearing Board will met on July 10, 2024 at 6:00 p.m., as per the 
request of Ronald G. Shomo, representative of Richland Township Fire Department, located at 
1321 Scalp Ave, Johnstown, PA 15904, for an extension on a previously approved side yard 
variance of 22.9’. This hearing was conducted in the Richland Township meeting room, 322 
Schoolhouse Road, Johnstown PA 15904. 
 
Attorney Hochfeld recused himself because he represents the fire department.  
 
Board Exhibit 4A was the advertisement placed in the Tribune Democrat. Board Exhibit 4B was 
the posting on the Richland Township Municipal Building. 
 
Court stenographer Erin Badstuebner swore in Chris Guizio of the Richland Township Fire 
Department.  
 
Mr. Guizio explained that they are outgrowing their current facilities and looking to expand The 
Scalp Avenue Station to move around offices and relocate different items within the existing 
building. The addition will house and facilitate needs. The addition was granted a variance 
previously. They are now looking for an extension to that variance to begin working on the 
structure. 
 
Mr. Guizio believes they have not started yet on the matter of funding and working out some 
minor details with contractors. As for the duration of the extension, Mr. Guizio explained that the 
last thing that he has heard is that they want to break ground before winter and get some 
construction started through the winter until it is impossible to work outside. Mr. Guizio 
requested a 12-month extension.  
 
Mr. Guizio was unsure if they had received PennDot approval at that time.  
 
There were no questions or comments from the township.  
 
Mr. Rychak stated that PennDot took their setback when revamping the exit ramp, so the board is 
asking for a letter stating that they do not have an objection. He added that the township will 
need a letter from PennDot for the permit.  
 
It was noted that there were others in the audience, but they were not present for the current 
hearing. 
 
Mr. Wess motioned to grant a 12-month extension to the applicant from July 10, 2024. Seconded 
by Mr. McGowan. All in favor.  
 
Mr. Kniss motioned to adjourn the hearing at 6:11 pm. Seconded by Mr. Rychak. All in favor.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Tiffany Shomo 


