
The Richland Township Zoning Hearing Board met October 9, 2024, at 6:00 p.m. to hear the 
Appeal or Application of the Applicant, Benjamin Mulvehill, of 578 Parker Road, Johnstown 
15904, Richland Township, Cambria County, Pennsylvania to construct a 35’ x 24’ garage, which 
would require a side yard setback variance of 10’ and a size variance of 190 sq ft. This hearing was 
conducted in the Richland Township meeting room, 322 Schoolhouse Road, Johnstown PA 15904. 
 
Present: 
Bill Patrick, Chairman 
Mark Rychak 
PJ McGowan 
 
Eric D Hochfeld, Solicitor 
Tiffany Shomo, Secretary 
 
Absent: 
Rodney Kniss 
Pat Wess 
 
 
The following were sworn in by court stenographer Lori Behe: 
Jason Mash 
Benjamin Mulvehill 
Sharon Fronzolli 
 
Mr. Hochfeld began the hearing by listing exhibits. Board Exhibit #1 was the appeal application 
with attachments. Board Exhibit #2 was the Richland Township Zoning Ordinance, by reference, 
and Board Exhibit #3 was the posting of the municipal building, the property involved, advertising 
in the Tribune-Democrat and notification of this hearing to adjoining property owners. 
 
Mr. Mash explained that the location of the property is slightly off of Krings Street at Parker Road 
and Bella Vista Drive. Mr. Mulvehill would like to construct an 840 square foot (35’x24’) 
unattached garage on his property and is requesting a size variance. He is also requesting a 10’ 
setback variance along Bella Vista Drive. With the structure, he will be at 8.2% lot coverage. Also, 
because it is October, he is requesting an extension of approval from 6 months to 12 months.  

Mr. Mash showed a picture, Board Exhibit 4, to the board which showed Mr. Mulvehill’s dwelling 
and 3 wooden stakes showing the 40’ setback line. Mr. Mash added that the terrain is a little bit of 
a hill so it would be beneficial to slide towards Bella Vista Drive. Mr. Mash explained that he 
showed a 40’ setback because that is what was on the original survey, and he wanted to stay 
consistent. The overhangs are included in the dimensions of the garage on the survey. They would 
like to use their existing driveway and taper it down to the garage. They are not creating another 
access point on a street. The driveway connects to Parker Road. 

Mr. Mulvehill explained to the board that is will be a metal garage with square tubing. The colors 
will match his house (tan/pebble color). It will not look out of place. There will be a concrete floor 



in it. As for utilities, if anything, he will install electricity for the garage doors and some outlets. 
Eventually he may install heat. The garage will be one story with no loft. Anticipating it to be 10 
to 12 feet high at the roof peak and then taper down to 9 feet at the overhang. The perimeter walls 
are about nine feet tall. Mr. Rychak stated that the height would be larger to accommodate the 
slope but either way he would be under the height minimum of the ordinance. He stated that there 
will be three windows put in just so they can see out into the yard. 

Mr. Mulvehill Stated that he has a single-family residence on the property and the garage will be 
used mainly for vehicle storage. That they have never had a garage for vehicles. They will use it 
for tool storage and his wife's holiday decorations. It will only be for personal use, and they will 
not rent it out or use it commercially. He added they are also using it for personal safety because 
about a month ago he fell victim to break ins in the area and his truck was stolen from. 

Ms. Sharon Fronzolli Stated that she lives across the street on Parker Road. She has no problem 
with him building a garage on his property and that most people want one. She added that she has 
one and she is glad that she does. 

Mr. Mash stated that if this were to be approved, he is willing to redo the plan to show a 30-foot 
setback because he doesn't want to see a legacy down the road where it's repetitively wrong. 

Mr. McGowan motioned to approve a size variance of 190 square feet with a 12-month duration 
to complete the garage and resubmittal of a site plan showing a 30-foot setback on Bella Vista 
Drive for the property located at 578 Parker Road. Seconded by Mr. Rychak. All in favor.  

 

Mr. Rychak motioned to adjourn the hearing at 6:23 pm. Seconded by Mr. McGowan. All in favor. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Tiffany Shomo, secretary 


