           					MINUTES
RICHLAND TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
Reorganization Meeting 
January 5, 2026

The Richland Township Board of Supervisors met for Reorganization and their Regular Meeting on Tuesday, January 5, 2026, at the Richland Township Municipal Building, 322 Schoolhouse Road, Johnstown PA  15904 at 6:00 p.m.

PRESENT
Bob Heffelfinger			Bryan J. Beppler, Executive Director
Keith W. Saylor			Kimberly D. Stayrook, Administrative Assistant
Brian H. Lehman                                     George Gvozdich, Jr., Solicitor
Gary Paul
Jeffrey D. Wingard   			

Also in attendance was Christopher Gvozdich, Esq.

CALL TO ORDER/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
  Chair Heffelfinger called the meeting to order with the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  

SWEARING IN OF NEWLY ELECTED OFFICIALS By Judge Patrick T. Kiniry 

Judge Patrick T. Kiniry swore in Keith W. Saylor, Supervisor, W. Ray McCombie, Supervisor; and Michele Ziants, Elected Tax Collector.  All took their oath and they signed and notarized them.

Attorney Gvozdich, Jr. opened the floor for nominations for the position of Chairman

-   Mr. Lehman moved to nominate Bob Heffelfinger, seconded by Mr. Wingard.  Nominations closed.  Motion carried.  

Chair took over the meeting. 

ANNUAL RE-ORGANIZATION

APPOINTMENT OF ELECTED OFFICIALS  	 	 	 	 	 

Vice Chair 

- Mr. Wingard moved to appoint Keith W. Saylor as Vice Chair, seconded by Mr. Lehman.  All in favor.

Secretary
Mr. Wingard moved to appoint Brian H. Lehman as Secretary, seconded by Mr. Saylor. All in favor.
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Assistant Secretary 
Mr. Lehman moved to appoint Jeffrey Wingard as Assistant Secretary, seconded by Mr. Saylor.  All in favor.

Treasurer 
Mr. Lehman moved to appoint Joel Valentine as Treasurer, seconded by Mr. Wingard.  All in favor.

Assistant Treasurers
Mr. Saylor moved to appoint Mary Ellen Deny and Micah Ream as Assistant Treasurers, seconded by Mr. McCombie.  All in favor.

Voting Delegate to State Convention  April 19 – 22, 2026  
Mr. Saylor moved to appoint Bob Heffelfinger Voting Delegate at the PSATS Convention for 2026, seconded by Mr. Wingard.  All in favor.

Road Master(s)
Mr. Wingard moved to appoint the Board of Supervisors as Road Masters, seconded by Mr. Saylor.  All in favor.

APPOINTMENT OF APPOINTED OFFICIALS 

Vacancy Board Chair – Yearly
Mr. Wingard moved to appoint Gary Straw as Vacancy Board Chair, seconded by Mr. Lehman.  All in favor.

Cambria-Somerset C.O.G.  - (1) Position & (1) Alternate 
Mr. Heffelfinger moved to appoint Jeffrey Wingard to the COG Board, and Bryan Beppler as Alternate, seconded by Mr. McCombie.  All in favor.

 Highland Community Library -  (1) Position  
Mr. Saylor moved to appoint Bob Heffelfinger to the Highland Library Board, seconded by Mr. McCombie.  All in favor.

 Highland Regional Park BoD (3) Positions
Mr. McCombie moved to appoint Keith Saylor and Richard Maher to the Highland Regional Park Board of Directors, seconded by Mr. Wingard. All in favor.

Cambria County Association of Township Officials (1) Position – Bob Heffelfinger
Mr. Wingard moved to appoint Bob Heffelfinger to the CCATO Board, seconded by Mr. Lehman.  All in favor.
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Highland Sewer & Water Authority (5 Year Term) 
Mr. Wingard moved to appoint Rian C. Barker to the Highland Sewer & Water Authority Board for a five-year term, seconded by Mr. Lehman.  All in favor.

Planning Commission (5 Yr Term)(1) Position
Mr. McCombie moved to appoint Scott W. Daughenbaugh to serve on the Richland Township Planning Commission for a five-year term, seconded by Mr. Saylor.  All in favor.

Zoning Hearing Board (5 Year Term) (1) Position
Mr. McCombie moved to appoint David Strushensky to serve a five-year term on the Zoning Hearing Board, seconded by Mr. Wingard.  All in favor.
 
4 Year Unexpired Term (1) Position
Mr. McCombie moved to appoint Eber Verhovsek to serve the 4-year unexpired term of Mark Rychak, on the Zoning Hearing Board, seconded by Mr. Wingard.  All in favor.
 
Zoning Hearing Board Alt (Yrly) (1) Position  
Mr. McCombie moved to appoint Mark Kishlock to be the Alternate for one year on the Zoning Hearing Board, seconded by Mr. Wingard.  All in favor.

East Hills Recreation Commission (3 Year Term)  (1) Position  
Mr. Wingard moved to appoint Tracy Pecora to a three-year term on the East Hills Recreation Commission, seconded by Mr. McCombie.  All in favor.

2026 Sewage Enforcement Officers  (Yearly) 
Mr. Wingard moved to appoint The EADS Group as Sewage Enforcement Officers for 2026, seconded by Mr. Saylor.  All in favor.

APPOINTED STAFF  

Police Chief    
Mr. Lehman moved to appoint Rick Pollino as Police Chief, seconded by Mr. Saylor.  All in favor.

Solicitor     
Mr. McCombie moved to appoint George Gvozdich, Jr. as Solicitor, seconded by Mr. Wingard.  All in favor.
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ADOPTION OF RESOLUTIONS 

-  Mr. Lehman moved to approve all Resolutions in the entirety as presented, seconded by Mr. Wingard, All in favor.


2026-1  Designation of Depositories of Township Funds  - First Commonwealth Bank and 1st Summit Bank
2025-2  Emergency Conditions 
2025-3  Fire Company 
2025-4  Tax Resolutions 
2025-5  Equipment Rental Rates 
2025-6  Special Police Services/Contract Work 
2025-7  Pension Plans Chief Administrative Officer 
2025-8 Police Pension Employee Contributions 
2025-9 Defined Benefit Plan Employee Contributions 
2025-10  Defined Contribution Pension Plan 
2025-11 Management Employees  - Fixed Salaries Rate 
2025-12 Roadmaster(s) 
2025-13 EMA Director/Assistant EMA Directors
2025-14 Emergency Snow Removal 
2025-15  Certified Public Accountants

*All the Resolutions in the entirety are on file in the administrative offices.

Establishment of 2026 Meeting Dates (every other Monday @ 6:00 p.m.)

A brief discussion was held on biweekly meetings, with Mr. McCombie suggesting that the Board consider meeting once a month. The Board members stated that it could be a consideration.

Mr. Lehman moved to hold meetings every other Monday night at 6:00 p.m., seconded by M. Wingard.  All in favor.

Establishment of Mileage Reimbursement of .725 per mile (as est. by Federal Government) 
Mr. Lehman moved to establish mileage reimbursement at .725 per mile, seconded by Mr. Wingard.  All in favor.
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It was noted that the Treasurer’s Bond has been set at a 5 million dollars, individual and aggregate.

ADJOURN

There being no further business, the Reorganization Meeting adjourned at 6:35 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Kimberly D. Stayrook
Administrative Assistant
